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Agricultural Report 2024

The online version of the complete Agricultural Report (availab-
lein French, German and Italian) provides easy, rapid access
according to your individual requirements. The clear, simple
design enables you to find the information you need quickly,
even on the go.

Using the “My Agricultural Report” tool, you can also create

a personalised copy, selecting the topics you are interested in.
Find out more about the important issues at www.agrarbericht.ch.
We hope you enjoy reading it!
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Produktionssystembeitrige

Die Produktionssystembeitrige sollen besonders dazu beitragen, die Ziele der par-
lamentarischen [nitiative 19.475 «Das Risiko beim Einsatz von Pestiziden redu-
zieren» zu erreichen.

Seit dem 1. Januar 2023 sind verschiedene neue oder weiterentwickelte bisherige Di-
rektzahlungsprogramme in Kraft. Es gibt unter anderem Beitrége fir den Verzicht auf
fiir die funktionale Biod g d
enfruchtbarkeit, fiir eine effiziente Stickstoffnutzung im Ackerbau und fir einen be-
nders hohen Anteil an Auslauf und Weidegang bei Rindern.

bt cine Ubersicht zu den Beitrigen fi die biologische Landuirt-
n Sti im Ackerbau e di i

duktion (GMF).

www.agrarbericht.ch


http://www.agrarbericht.ch
https://www.magnet-agentur.ch
https://www.agrarbericht.ch
http://www.rapportoagricolo.ch

INTRODUCTION

The year 2023

The federal government has been monitoring and analysing the
state of biodiversity and the environment in the agricultural
sector for over 30 years. During this time, the agricultural sector
has done much to develop its production methods and improve
resource efficiency. Conserving natural resources is essential if
we are to ensure agricultural production in the long term.

In 2023, climate change, crop protection and rising production
costs were some of the main challenges facing farmers. The high
level of participation in the new production system subsidies
shows that the agricultural sector is ready to take on these chal-
lenges and is committed to greater sustainability in production.
However, Swiss agriculture is just one link in the chain: the
entire food industry and consumers need to make a commitment
to greater sustainability.

This brochure provides a compact look at some of the current
developments in Swiss agriculture and the agri-food industry.
We at the Federal Office for Agriculture hope you enjoy
reading it. Further information can be found on the website
www.agrarbericht.ch.


http://www.agrarbericht.ch

POLICIES

Direct payments

New subsidies to reduce the use of pesticides

In response to the drinking water and pesticide initiatives,
Parliament adopted a parliamentary initiative on reducing the
risk of pesticide usein 2022. This instructed the Federal Council
to reduce the risks associated with the use of plant protection
products by 50 per cent by 2027 and to reduce nutrient losses
proportionately.

For example, farmers no longer use herbicides on 19 per cent
(53,000 hectares) of the total area of arable land, vineyards and
orchards. In addition, around 14,000 farms refrained from using
fungicides and insecticides on 102,000 hectares of cultivated
land. These are encouraging results. The new incentives will help
to better protect the environment from the effects of pesticides

and excess nutrients.
To achieve this, the Federal Council introduced new direct
payment programmes at the beginning of 2023 - including new
and extended production system subsidies. These voluntary
programmes are already having an impact in the first year of
implementation.
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55%

No use of fungicides and insecticides in arable farming
No use of herbicides in arable farming and speciality crops D 19 %

No use of insecticides, acaricides and fungicides CEIIINNNNNED 19 %

after flowering in permanent crops
No use of insecticides and acaricides in vegetable and berry cultivation RIS 20 %

No use of insecticides and acaricides 2%
in vegetable and berry cultivation

Source: FOAG


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/politik/direktzahlungen/finanzielle-mittel-fuer-direktzahlungen

PRODUCTION

Plant protection products action plan
Risks to the environment reduced

In 2017, the Federal Council adopted an action plan aimed at
reducing the risks associated with the use of plant protection
products (PPPs). The plan sets targets and measures for achie-
ving them over a ten-year period. It also contributes to the
target set by Parliament in the Agriculture Act 2021 of reducing
the risks to surface waters and semi-natural habitats and the
pollution of groundwater by 50 per cent compared to the aver-
age value for the years 2012-15. The government also defined
indicators to assess the extent to which the targets had been
achieved.

Surface water Bifenthrin

indicator e= Deltamethrin
e= Cypermethrin

Lambda-cyhalothrin

9000 e * Target: 50% reduction
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e= (ther active substances

On 8 May 2024, the Federal Council approved the interim report
on the implementation of the action plan. The initial results

are encouraging. Thanks to the measures taken by the agricul-
tural sector, the risks to the environment have been reduced.
However, the results also show that, without the use of a number
of active substances, it is becoming increasingly difficult for
farmers to protect their crops.

e Dichlobenil

Groundwater «= Dimethachlor
indicator e= Terbuthylazine
20 e= S-metolachlor

e (Chlorothalonil
e= (ther active substances

e o Target: 50% reduction
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https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/produktion/produktionsmittel/aktionsplan-pflanzenschutzmittel
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Meat and egg production

Slight decrease in poultry meat and egg production

In 2023, a total of 361,906 tonnes of meat were produced in Beef production rose by 1.4 per cent overall to 81,331 tonnes.
Switzerland, of which around 45 per cent was pork. There The poultry population remained stable at around 13 million
was an overall reduction in stocks, resulting in a drop in pro- animals, including 3.8 million laying and breeding chickens,

duction. The picture differed across production sectors. The pig although poultry meat production fell one per cent to 88,000
population fell by 3.5 per cent to 1.32 million animals, owingto  tonnes. With around one billion eggs produced, egg production

overproduction in the previous year. Despite the decline, pork fell by 3.7 per cent. The domestic share of poultry meat
remained the most produced meat and the domestic share rose remained stable at 66.3 per cent.
to 98 per cent.

Swiss meat and egg productionin 2023
Sales weightin tonnes
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Source: FOAG


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/produktion/tierische-produktion/fleisch-und-eierproduktion

MARKET

Producer and consumer prices
Higher consumer prices for dairy products

In 2023, there was a year-on-year increase in producer and
consumer prices for the majority of the products analysed.

In animal production, producer prices for raw milk and eggs
have generally risen. Prices also rose on the pig market. Price
trends in crop production were mixed. There was a rise in pome
fruit prices, primarily as a result of higher production costs and
reduced supply. Consumer prices for dairy products and eggs
also increased.

+9 %

Tomatoes
round

+15 %

Potatoes
waxy

+9 %

Wholemeal
bread

The picture for retail prices for meat and meat products is some-
what different: fresh meat in particular rose in price, but there
was a fallin the cost of meat products. In the plant products
sector, fruit prices fluctuated, while potatoes, flour, bread and
most vegetables recorded a price increase.

Consumer prices 2023/2022
In %, without organic products

+8 %

Whole milk

UHT
+8 %

Gruyere
AOP surchoix

+6 %

Free-range eggs

+17%

Roast pork
(shoulder)

Source: FOAG; NielsenIQ Switzerland, Retail Panel


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/markt/marktentwicklungen/konsumentenpreise

PEOPLE

Living conditions
Higher satisfaction among farmers

A special analysis by “Statistics on Income and Living Conditions’

(SILC) shows that many farming families are tired of politics and
their trust in politicians is dwindling. This survey compares the
living conditions of farming families with other households and
is conducted annually by telephone interview.

Farming families are interested in politics, participate most
frequently in elections and votes and have a clearly more right-
wing attitude than the other population groups. However, many
of them are feeling more insecure and exhausted. Their sense of
happiness lies somewhere between that of the Swiss population
as a whole and that of the rural comparison group. Satisfaction
with different aspects of life varies, but overall they are most
satisfied with their day-to-day life.

Average of the population
that is satisfied with ...

() their day-to-day life
O living with others
. personal relationships

. their working conditions

Source: FSO

262 people from farming households were surveyed in SILC
2021. A household is considered a farming household if at least
one person in the household is self-employed in the agricultural
sector. For comparison, the diagram shows both the results of
the entire Swiss population and those of the comparison group
‘Households in rural areas” with an employed reference person
(2,033 people).
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https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/mensch/bauernfamilie/soziale-nachhaltigkeit-aus-sicht-der-landwirtschaft

Farms

In 2023, there were 47,719 farms in Switzerland, 625 or 1.3 per
cent fewer than in the previous year. The average utilised agri-
cultural area per farm increased by 28 acres to 21.8 hectares.

The number of farms with an area of over 30 hectares rose again.

The share of women running farms continued its upward trend,
reaching 7.3 per centin 2023.

7896

The spread of organic farming also continues; around 19 per
cent of agricultural land is now farmed organically. In 2023,
there were 7,896 organic farms in Switzerland, 77 more than
in the previous year, and 30 per cent more than ten years
previously.

+30 %

2013-2023

Source: FSO


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/betrieb/strukturen/betriebe
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30 years of agri-environmental monitoring

How has agriculture influenced the environment in the last 30 years?

Over the past 30 years, agri-environmental monitoring in
Switzerland has shown how agriculture impacts the environ-
ment and how these effects are developing. Agroscope and the
Federal Office for Agriculture (FOAG) have been collecting data
on this on an ongoing basis since 1990. The results, presented
in the agricultural report, are used for research purposes and
by the FOAG for the development of agricultural policy.

Changes in key agri-environmental
indicators since 1990

N

The overall environmental impact of agriculture has decreased
significantly since 1990, which is a very positive development.
Nevertheless, challenges remain, particularly with regard to
greenhouse gas emissions and the loss of the nutrients nitrogen
and phosphorus. Agri-environmental monitoring provides an
important basis for promoting sustainability in agriculture

and protecting natural resources. Using time series analyses
statistical methods, it is possible not only to describe the in-
crease or decrease in indicator values, but also to better under-
stand the background to these changes. On this basis, targeted
measures can be applied to make agricultural policy even more
effective and to better support agriculture in overcoming the
challenges faced.
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Source: FOAG, Agroscope

1996

2006

N =

Nitrogen balance surplus
Ammonia emissions
Phosphorus balance surplus
Greenhouse gas emissions

2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/umwelt/agrarumweltmonitoring/30-jahre-agrarumweltmonitoring

11 INTERNATIONAL

International comparisons
Higher producer and consumer prices

In 2023, producer and consumer prices in Switzerland were In consumer prices, butter showed the greatest price difference
generally higher than in the three neighbouring countries between neighbouring countries and Switzerland. Most pro-
surveyed, Germany, Austria and France. For example, producer ducts are cheapest for consumers in Germany. However, a range
prices for dessert apples were significantly lower abroad than of factors influence prices in Switzerland and in other countries,
in Switzerland. making comparison difficult.

Consumer prices
in neighbouring countries
In % of the Swiss price (CH price = 100%)
Whole milk 7%
Pasteurised

3%

Yoghurt -

Natural

Butter 54 %
Potatoes L%
floury 88%
Apples o
Golden Delicious 67 %

70%
Carrots 85%

74%

Source: FOAG, FranceAgriMer, Agreste, Insee, GfK Austria, Statistik Austria, BAB, AMI, GfK (D)


https://www.agrarbericht.ch/de/international/internationale-vergleiche/internationale-vergleiche
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